0

HEITERERE 555 (2003)

DI BHF1T7DOELSEAL
~19HIE TS L IDBEE LS

BmOA B Xk
B O
(2003 £ 8 A 29 H<H)

The Golden Age of French Caricature
From the 1830s to the End of the Nineteenth Century
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The history French caricature had its origins on the walls of Romanesque cathedrals and in the folios of
the Medieval Age. The sense of the grotesque or the technique of exaggeration, impersonation, and a certain
humor, survived into the modern political world. After Albrecht Diirer, Jacques Callot, the Lorraine man,
exposed the misery of war in the 1630s, much as Honoré Daumier did in the atmosphere of belligerence in the
19 century.

The dignity of royal portraits was expressed in such figures as Jean II (anonymous), Charles VII (by Jean
Fouquet), Frangois 1" (by Jean Clouet), and Louis XIV (by Charles Le Brun). All of these were penetrated by
a self-confidence seen in the painters and in the faces of the sovereigns as well. Arrogance and imbecility are
easily found in the depicted figures. The French Revolution of 1789 turned conventions upside down. Louis
XVI was drawn as a wild bore (anonymous), while Napoleon was treated as an ogre (by James Gillray, an
English caricaturist).

The July Revolution of 1830 guaranteed a free press, and Charles Philipon immediately published la
caricature and le charivari, the illustrated journals, in which he molded Louis-Philippe into a pear with the
words in the frontispiece. This essay comments on the works of Daumier, Grandville, Monnier, Gavarni,
Travis, Cham, and some others in the second half of the 19" century. Although the pencil or crayon for the
lithograph is mightier than the sword, humorists could hardly escape their own charge. That is why several of
these went mad in mid career.

Generally speaking, political caricature ceased in 1835 on account of the attack by la machine infernale
to the cortege of Louis-Philippe, and moral treatment replaced it. Whether political or not, satire with a touch
of humor represented the nation’s temperament. The real regression of creativity was to be found in the 1880s,

when the revolutionary minds among the Parisian populace had been totally extinguished.
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