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Regional Planning and the Smallness 
 

The past regional development in Japan simply aimed for 

enlargement. The notion of compact city recently became popular, 

but it was hardly put into practice. Many jurisdictions are nowadays 

forced to execute severe policies of public facility management 

because of deterioration and financial difficulties due to aging and 

population decline. The movement of compact city may proceed at 

last, but the realization turns out to be difficult in various aspects. For 

a city is, by itself, an agglomeration of population and assets, and its 

adverse conditions have not been considered up to now. Shrinkage 

policies are not supported by the voters. Also, sectionalism in local 

governments puts a brake on the compact city movement. Hence, it 

can be said that the shrinkage is not the exact opposite of enlargement 

in regional planning. It connotes the essence of “Smallness”, a factor 

to be considered in the field of regional planning. 
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