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Freud's psychoanalytic interpretation of Leonardo’s early
childhood recollection and his painting Virgin and Child with St.
Anne suggests that the Renaissance genius was a probably
homosexual, when viewed in light of his confusion about his sexual
identity and his identification with the mother figures in the
painting. Freud’s reconstruction has suffered considerably from
criticism by art historians who have disproved a great deal of his
evidence and cast doubts on his hypothesis. We review Freud’s
statements concerning Leonardo’s knowledge of emblematic
imagery of vultures and Pfister’s discovery of a hidden vulture
figure within the painting. Despite inaccuracies and inadequacies
in Freud's monograph, his psychobiographical explanations would
turn out to serve postmodern pleasure-seeking in the artist’s works

when more extra historical facts to support his narrative are in.
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