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COVID-19 Pandemic:
Introduction to the Special Section

In January 2020, the news of the outbreak of the novel coronavirus,
later named COVID-19, was reported from Wuhan, China. And in
February, the first death from this disease in Japan was confirmed.
The Japanese government took various measures to prevent the
spread of infection, such as requesting to close all schools, and
declared the first state of emergency in April. But nevertheless, the
“second wave” occurred in July and the number of newly infected
people continued to increase. From February 2020 to September
2021, there were in total five waves of the pandemic in Japan, and a
state of emergency was declared four times. In this special section,
we review and analyze the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
social, educational and economic aspects and discuss the problems

and needs in the “With/Post-COVID-19” era.
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