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Once upon a Time in Dessau:
Portrait of a Provincial Industrial City (1)

Dessau is a small city in Saxony-Anhalt state which belonged to
the former East Germany. Since the German reunification in 1990,
its economy has been stagnant and the population, especially of
young generation, has continued to decline. It was once the capital of
the Duchy of Anhalt, which was established in 1863, and played an
important role in the industrialization of Central Germany. After the
end of the Duchy in 1918, the Junkers, well known as the
manufacturer of the world's first all-metal aircraft, was founded and
the Bauhaus, one of the most influential design schools in the 20th
century, moved there. On the other hand it has a dark history in the
Nazi era. This study is an attempt to analyze and interpret several
aspects of German history from the viewpoint of a provincial
industrial city. In this first part of the study, I trace the history of
Anbhalt to the birth of the Duchy and clarify the preconditions for the

industrialization of Dessau.
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